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MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING

on 5th May 2022 at 7.00pm in The Memorial Hall, North Cerney
PRESENT:

Councillors Nigel Wilkes,  Adam Stoten (from 7.30 pm), Cathy Martin, Linda 
de Carles and Clare Cannock and County Councillor Paul Hodgkinson 

APOLOGIES:

Councillors Mark Tufnell (unavoidably delayed) and Elisabeth Butler 
(College commitments) and Daryl Hamlett (Chair of the Memorial Hall 
Committee)  

PRESIDING:

Councillor Cathy Martin/ Councillor Adam Stoten
CLERK / RFO:

Valerie Hancock / Barry Koch

In the absence of the Chair and Vice-Chair, Councillor Martin was chosen by the Councillors to initially chair the meeting
1. MINUTES OF ANNUAL PARISH MEETING

The Chairman proposed and the Meeting resolved that the Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting, held on 27th May 2021 at 7.00pm in the Memorial Hall, North Cerney be approved and signed.

2. REPORT FROM THE DISTRICT  COUNCILLOR AND COUNTY COUNCILLOR

2.1 District Council: In the absence of Councillor Forde there was no report. (A report was subsequently provided by her and is appended to these Minutes)  


2.2 County Council: Councillor Hodgkinson reported as follows:


Covid: The past year had been dominated by Covid. The number of cases in the County had dropped  over the past two months. Figures were no longer available. Over 80% of the County population had received three vaccinations.


Highways: Chapel Lane had been patched, with funds from Councillor Hodgkinson's Local Fund. He now had funds available for the current year.


County Highways accepted that the 40 mph speed limit should be extended to Churnside, but this was now in a queue with many other schemes, and no time-scale was available at present.


Parts of The Whiteway were in a poor state of repair, and this would be dealt with. He hoped the fact that the Cycling Tour of Britain would be using that route might speed up repairs.


River Pollution: The ejection of raw sewage into rivers by Water Authorities was happening far too often. This was a national problem, but some of the County's rivers were badly polluted. A County Council task force had been set up to make recommendations, and these would go to the full Council.


Cotswold Radio: This was an internet service run by volunteers, serving the Cotswold Area. He encouraged residents to use it. He had a monthly programme, at which he could mention any local issues.

In response to an enquiry from a Councillor, he said he would check on the current position regarding the trees in the River Churn.

The Chair was taken by Councillor Stoten
3.
THE ANNUAL REPORT OF THE PARISH COUNCIL


In the absence of councillor Tufnell there was no report
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4     FINANCIAL REVIEW FOR 2021/22 AND INTERNAL AUDIT REPORT

The RFO presented the Accounts for the year to 31 March 2021. The Council held a balance of  £3,154 at the start of the year, had received the precept of £6,000 and had a balance of £3,357 at the end of the year. Expenditure had generally been in accordance with the budget. The only non-routine expense had been the cost of installing the defibrillator and the purchase of a speed gun.


The Internal Audit Report was produced to the meeting. This had raised the following points:


1. VAT had not been claimed since June 2020. The RFO said this amounted to some £35 and was being claimed.


2. The asset register had no been available, but this had now been updated;


3. Financial records for the past two years needed to be on the website
5    REPORT FROM NORTH CERNEY SCHOOL

The Head, Suki Pascoe, reported as follows:


Things were going well at the school. Recently, the railings had been installed on the front wall, and the electric heating system had been upgraded and was more efficient.


There had been a 2-day OFSTED inspection last week. There had also been an inspection in March by the Church of England Education Office. The report of that inspection had rated the school as “good”, and was very positive.


She said the school was a happy school. There were currently 51 pupils, and she hoped the numbers could be maintained.

The Chair thanked her for her attendance
 6     THE ANNUAL REPORT OF THE MEMORIAL HALL CHARITY
 


Daryl Hamlett, the Chair, had said he would be happy to attend the next Parish Council Meeting to give a report. In his absence, Councillor Martin reported as follows:


During the past year the renovations had continued, with the lights and electrical systems upgraded The next project was upgrading of the kitchen, on which the Committee were obtaining advice. A decision had yet to be made about whether to re-install or replace the curtains, which had been taken down and cleaned.


There were a number of regular bookings, but very few others. The lack of events meant there was little revenue from the bar
7
THE ANNUAL REPORT OF THE TRUSTEES  OF THE CALMSDEN POOR DOWNS TRUST


In the absence of Councillor Tufnell, there was no report
 
8
REPORT ON NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH AND CRIME PREVENTION


Councillor
Wilkes reported that, now a speed gun had been purchased, the Community Speedwatch group was more active and would be carrying out regular checks on the A435.


PCSO Susan Fellows produced a report on crime in the Parish during the period 31st March 2021 to April 2022. There had been 3 residential burglaries, 2 burglaries from businesses or the community, 10 cases of theft, 4 of criminal damage, 12 of violence and 2 other notifiable crimes. The crimes of violence involved a dog bite, an incident involving a vehicle, 2 incidents of malicious communications,  and 8 verbal disagreements. 5 of the thefts were linked, and 3 were from vehicles. All incidents of criminal damage occurred last year.


She asked that residents report any suspicious people, behaviour or vehicles, using the 101 number (or if it was a crime in progress, 999).


The WIDE advice was available, and items of crime prevention could be purchased at Cirencester Police Station.

The Chairman thanked her for her attendance.
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9
 ANY OTHER BUSINESS

Noine

There being no further business the meeting closed at 7.45 pm

Signed:  
   ………………………………………………

(Chairman)

Date:  

……………………………………………..

